A case of multiple Bowen's disease with squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx and adenocarcionoma of the prostate.
Bowen's disease, or cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma in situ, has been regarded as a cutaneous marker for internal malignancy. However, the relationship of Bowen's disease to visceral cancers remains controversial. We present a 76-year-old male with multiple lesions of Bowen's disease, who later developed laryngeal cancer and subsequent prostate cancer with distant metastases. Efforts to detect possible common etiologic agents including human papillomavirus and chronic arsenicism revealed no association between Bowen's disease and the internal malignancies. Despite the controversy, we suggest that a conservative cancer workup is ethically indicated in patients with multiple Bowen's disease.